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Description 
PAINT TOUCHUP JAR 

Background of Invention 

[0001] This invention relates to ajar for holding a portion of the 
paint used to paint a room or another surface. In particu- 
lar, it relates to a paint touchup jar that has a sponge 
mounted under the lid. 

[0002] when a room is painted, there is usually leftover paint. If 
the paint is scratched, marked, or otherwise damaged and 
must be repaired, it is necessary to find a brush, locate 
the can of paint that was used for that particular room, 
and re-open the can with a screwdriver. After the dam- 
aged surface has been repaired, the can must again be 
sealed, the brush cleaned, and both put away. If the brush 
is cleaned in a sink, this can create a substantial amount 
of cleanup work. And, when the lid is hammered back 
down onto the can, paint in the rim of the can may be 
sent splattering around the room. 


[0003] 


Summary of Invention 

[0004] | have invented a paint touchup jar for holding a small 

portion of the paint used to paint a room or another sur- 
face. Because the jar is small, it can be placed in a closet 
in the room or in another convenient location where it can 
be easily located. The jar is provided with a label that can 
be written on so that the room that was painted and other 
information can be placed right on the jar. 

[0005] a sponge is mounted on the inside of the lid of the jar. 

When a touchup is needed, the lid is simply unscrewed 

and the lid, with the sponge containing some of the paint, 

is used to repair the damaged surface. The lid is then 

screwed back. It is not necessary to pry open a can, clean 

the sponge, or hammer a lid back down. 
Brief Description of Drawings 

[0006] Figure 1 is a side view partially in section of a paint 

touchup jar according to this invention. 

[0007] Figure 2 is a plan view of an alternative lid that can be 

used with the cylindrical container shown in Figure 1. 
Detailed Description 

[0008] | n Figure 1, paint touchup jar 1 comprises cylindrical con- 
tainer 2, which has a horizontal base 3 and vertical side 4. 


The rim 5 of container 2 is threaded. There is a label 6 on 
side 4 of container 2. Information, such as the room that 
was painted and the brand and color number of the paint, 
can be written on label 6. Inside container 2 is an amount 
of paint 7, which may be oil-based or water-based (latex). 

[0009] Ljd 3 has a central portion 9 and a threaded rim 10 that 

can be screwed onto threaded rim 5 of container 2. To the 
inside of central portion 9 is attached a cylindrical sponge 
11. Cylindrical sponge 11 is preferably attached by adhe- 
sive, such as an epoxy, but it can also be attached by 
other means, such as hot glue. Like container 2, sponge 
11 is circular in cross-section. It has a diameter at least as 
great as the inside diameter of rim 5 so that it is squeezed 
when placed inside container 2, which reduces dripping 
when it is removed and expands. Preferably, the diameter 
of sponge 11 is about 1/8 to about 5/8 inches greater 
than the inside diameter of rim 5. Sponge 11 preferably 
has a length of about 1 to about 2K2 inches. Sponge 11 
may be supported internally by a flexible or rigid post (not 
shown), if desired. 

[0010] a brush should not be used instead of a sponge in this in- 
vention because, unlike a sponge, dirt, grease, etc. can be 
trapped in the bristles of a brush and a brush may leave 


brush marks on the touched-up paint. Brushes also age 
much faster than sponges and may drip when removed 
from the jar. Also, a single type of brush could not ac- 
commodate both oil and latex paint, as a sponge can. Fi- 
nally, a brush would be difficult to attach to the lid of the 
jar. 

[0011] Container 2 may be about 2 to about 4 inches in diameter 
and about VAto about 3 inches deep. While larger sizes 
may be used, they are generally not needed for touching 
up and smaller sizes may not hold a sufficient amount of 
paint to be very useful. Container 2 preferably holds about 
2 to about 4 ounces of paint. Container 2 is preferably 
transparent, so that the color of the paint within it can be 
checked without opening jar 1. 

[0012] Container 2 and its lid 8 may be made of a paint-resistant 
material that does not rust or corrode in the presence of 
paint and will not damage or alter the color of the paint. 
Preferably, container 2 and lid 6 are made of the same 
material. Suitable materials include plastic, glass, metals 
such as aluminum and stainless steel, and ceramics. The 
preferred material is a plastic, such as polystyrene or 
polypropylene, as plastic is inexpensive and will not cor- 
rode or discolor the paint. 


[0013] Figure 2 shows an alternative lid 12 that can be used with 
the container 2 shown in Figure 1. Double lid 12 has a 
first lid 13, which may be identical to lid 6 shown in Fig- 
ure 1 with sponge 11 attached to the inside. In addition, 
second lid 14, which may be identical to lid 13 but with- 
out a sponge attached, is attached back-to-back to lid 13. 
The central portions of the two lids are preferably at- 
tached to each other by adhesive, by they could also be 
attached by other means, such as by heat bonding or me- 
chanically. The two lids may also be molded out of plastic 
or other materials as a single piece. 

[0014] The embodiment of Figure 1 is preferably sold as an 

empty jar so that the consumer can store in it any paint he 
wishes to. It could also be sold as part of a package with a 
larger quantity of paint and could be already filled with 
some of that paint. An empty paint touchup jar is filled 
with some of the paint left over after painting a room or 
other surface. When the surface needs to be touched up, 
the jar may be turned or shaken to be sure the paint con- 
tacts the sponge. The jar is opened and the sponge is ap- 
plied to the surface, holding the lid. When finished, the lid 
is simply screwed back onto the jar. It is not necessary to 
wash the sponge before screwing the lid back onto the 


jar. 

[0015] The embodiment of Figure 2 helps to reduce air drying of 
the paint and can be used when it is necessary or desir- 
able to clean the sponge after painting. For storage, paint 
is placed in the empty jar and the double lid is screwed on 
to the container with the sponge on the outside of the 
container. When a touchup is needed, the lid is unscrewed 
and the sponge is inserted into the paint and the paint is 
applied to the surface. When finished, the sponge may be 
stored inside the jar without cleaning it. Alternatively, the 
sponge may be cleaned and the jar capped with the 
sponge on the outside of the jar. 

[0016] |f the jar is not going to be open for a long time, it can be 
left open while the touchup is performed by holding the 
lid. But if the jar is going to be open for a significant 
amount of time, the lid that does not have the sponge at- 
tached to it can be screwed onto the jar and the entire jar 
can be held to perform the touchup. In that way, air is 
prevented from drying out the paint in a container that is 
left open. When finished, the lid can be unscrewed and in- 
verted so that the sponge is inside the jar when the lid is 
screwed back on, or the sponge may be washed and left 
outside the jar. Also, if the sponge becomes dirty or the 


paint on it dries out, it can be cleaned and left on the out- 
side of the container to dry while the other lid keeps air 
out of the container. 


